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‘The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

- QUESTION—MINERS’ PHTHISIS,

Hon. J. E. DODD asked the Minister for
Education: 1, Has the attention of the
Government . been directéd to the statement
of Dr, -Mitchell, superintendent of the Woo-
roloo Sapatorium, in the Press, that the
largest percentage of patients who have
passed through tha sanatorium are miners?
2, Are the provisions of the Mines Regula-
tion Act in relation to ventilation, dust, and
prevention of persouns -suffering from tuber-
culosis working underground, being en-
foreed? 3, Do the Government know that a
large number of miners suffering in the
esrly stages of disense have made good, and
recovered their health on the landf 4, Will
the Government seck the co-operation of the
Federal Government in placing miners, who
show signs of becoming incapacitated by
diseare, on the land on aimilar terms to
those ‘adopted by the Repatriation Depart-
ment? 5, Have the Government taken into
eongideration the ynestion of increasing the
subsidy to the mine workers' relief funds,
or of adopting any other scheme to give re-
lief to those who are suffering by reason
of working in the mining industry?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, Dr. Mitchell stated that of 1,600
patients treated at Wooroloo, 432 were
miners, while many of the remainder bad
previously followed that occapation. Of
945 patients treated at the Sanatorinm
when it was at Coolgardie, 212 were desig-
nated as miners, while 75 were labourers;
probably a proportion of the latfer had been
miners previously. 2, Yes. 3, Although
patients are required by regulation to notify
changes of address and in this way enable
the health authorities to’ keep in touch with
them, unfortunately many cases are lost
sight of, and while with a few individuals
the anthorities may definitely . know the
case is entirely arrested, other cases which
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may be equally fortunate are loat sight of
altogether, se that no definite reply can be
given to this inquiry. 4, The matter will be
considered. 5, A communication was re-
cently "recéived suggesting that the Govern-
ment subsidy should be increased, and the
matter is now under consideration,

QUESTIO\T—HOSP]TAL FOR THE
INSANE.

‘Hon. J. E. DODD asked the Minister for
Education: 1, Have any stepa been taken
to appoint a hoanl to supervige the admin-
istration of. the Hospital for the Insaned £,
If so, when is the board likely to eommenea
dutiesf

‘The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
replied: A Bill deeling with the future
control of the Hospital for the Insane has
béenh prepared and will be introduced to-
MOTTOW.

QUESTION-STATE HOTELS,
MANAGERS.

Hon. ¥, A. BAGLIN asked the Miinister
for Education: 1, What are the names of
the seven .managers of the Btate -hotela?
2, What is their respective length of ger-
vige as managers? 3, What are their res-
pective salaries® 4, What percentage of
profit is shown at cach hotel¥ 5, Have any
of the present munagers been appointed
during the past twelve monthsf

The MINISTER. FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, A. Wright, J. Hanley, H. Cavan-
agh, E, J, Slattery, G. Williams, M, Min-
nion, and A. E. Buxter. 2, 7 years 9
months, 6 years 3 months, 4 years 3
months, 4 years 1 month, 3 years 10 months,
2 years 6 months, and 2 years. 3, £5 10s.
per week, £5 per week, £4 10s, per week,
£4 108, per week, £4 10s. per week, £5 per
week (with £1 per week allowance whl]e at
Gwalia), £5 10s. per week (with 10s. per
week while at Bruce Rock). 4, It has not
been the practice of any Government (for
business reasons) io disclose the percemtage
an bar profit of any partieular hotel. 35,
No. .

QUESTION—HOSPITALS, 'PERTH AND
KALGOORLIE.

Hon, E. H HARRIS (for Hon. J. Cor-
nell) ,asked the Minister for Education: 1,
How many indoor patients, excepting cases
of influenzs, received treaiment at the
Perth Puhhc ‘Hospital during the period
from lst 'July, 1919, to 30th June, 19207
2, The total amount of hospital fees col-
lected from such. patients during that
period? 3, How man} indoor patients, ex-
cepting cases of influenza, received treat-
ment at the Kalgoorlie Government Hogpi-
tal diring period from lst_July, 1919, to
30th June, 19209 4, The total amount of
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hospital fees collected - frém such patients
during that period? i

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
plied: 3, 4,087 patients. 2, £3,519 17s. 8d.
received from patients; plus £993 18s, paid
by Public Health Department for mainten-
ance of venereal cases. 8, 1,200 patients,
4, £2,969 45 6d. received from patienta,

Ie-

LEAVE OF ABSENCE..

On motion by Hon. J. Ewing (for Hom. J.
Nicholson) leave of ahsence for 12° consecu-
tive' gittings granted to Hon. A. Lovekin
(Metropolitan) on the ground ¢f urgent

. private business.

On motion by Hon. E. H. Harrig (for "Hon.

J. Cornell) leave of absence for 12 eonsecu-

—tive  sittings granted to_Hon._ R. J. Lynn

(West) on the ground of wurgeni private
business, '

PAPERS—Mr. McGIBBON AND THE
WHEAT BOARD.

Order of the Day read for the moving of
the following motion by Hon. H. Stewart.
‘‘That there be laid on the Table of the
House all papéras relative to the appointment
of Mr. 8. J. MecQibbon to the Australian
Wheat Board and to the dispensing with
Mr. McCGibbon’s serviees.”

Hon. H. STEWART (South-East) [4 36]
I move—
That this mot:on be postponed.

My explanation is that I shonld ]1L_:e the
Honorary Minister to be present when I
move the motion. My remarks will be very

" . brief and I should like the matter ﬁ_ua,hled

on the ome.day.
Motion put and passed

BILL—LOCAL ATTHORITIES’
. SINKING FUNDS,
Read a third time and passed.

" BILL-WESTRALIAN MEAT WORKS.

In Committee.

Resumed -from the previous day.

. Hon. J. Ewing in the Chair: Hom, .J. W.
Hickey in charge of the Bill.

Clause 2—Authority for directors to pro
ceed to allotment:

Hon. J. J, HOLMES: The suggestion was
thrown out yesterday that the hon. member
in charge of the Bill should come along with
an amendment to-day. Without the promised
amendment I am afraid there will be dlﬁ-
culty over the clause.

Hon. J. W, HTCKEY: T accepted thc sug-
gestion advanced by hon. members last even-
ing. T intended to get into tobch with those

' interested in the BIl to-day, but it is- only -

within the last few minutes that T have been

kil

able to do so. I am now esatisfied that if the
number of shares. is given at 50,000 instead

"of 60,000, it will meet with the wishes -of the

peopla concerned I have not yet had an
opportunity to draft .the neceasary amend- i
ment,

Hon. J. J. EOLMES I suggest that the
hon. member report progréss-and biing' down’
his amendment at the next sitting,

The CHATRMAN: T agk that the hon.
member put his amendment on the Notme :
Paper if possible. :

Progress reported.

BILL—ROTTNEST ISLAND.

Becond Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.
Hon. 8ir E: H. WITTENOOM (North)

~[4:43]: - The -Bill .represents a ghange of

view on the part of the Government. have
.always locked wupon .Rottnest Island as &
public resorf. In the past it has beem used
as an azhoriginal prison and for other pur-
poses, but the popular idea has always beem
that it should be made a resort for the pub-
lic during the summer months, T am entirely
in accord with the remarks of Mr. Dodd,
who said that our public resorts should be
conserved to the use of the public. I am
astonished at the proposal to lease out cer-
tain portions of the island to pnvate people
for 21 years, We shall be giving them a
pre-emptive right for that time and put them
in the position of being able’ to fenee off
certain portions of the island, making them

" exclusively their own and taking away from

the public that very right which they now
hold and under which they desire to make
the island & public resort, I am opposed fo
the Bill and will vote againat the second
reading unless there is an amendment under
which nothing shall beé established on the
island except hotels, or hoarding- -honses—
preferably without a license.

Hon. J. Duffell: Or flats, )

Hon. 8Sir E. H. WITTENOCOM : Yes.
That would enable people to take rooms and
bodrd there during the summer season, or -
they could lease camping positions from the
Government, who should provide the proper
sgnitary conveniences.

The Minister for Educatzon
already done.

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM : These are
the only two conditiony under which the

That is

‘island should be worked. It is looked upom

by many people as a very valuable' vopular .

" resort and, to my mirnd, to let leases to

people, who mo doubt will take the best areas
they can get hold of, with the execlusive
right to them for 21 years, is doing away
with the rights of the people to have this
resort. 1 am, opposed to letting leases for
this long term.” Mr. Dodd put the case for-
¢ibly and ably and I think convincingly
whén he said that this was one -of 'the resorts
of the people -which shoild be kept entirely”
for them. If we are to hand over a porfion
of this igland .for 21 years we shall be dding
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away with that right, whereas if we lease
the land for boarding-houses: or flats, or
totels, for a certain time, or allow people to
take their own equipment and erect camps
on small areas, and put up their own tents
thers, ¥ think we shall be carrying out the
idea of making the island a popular resort.
I am open to conviction on the other side,
but my present intention it to vote against
the second reading of the Bill. .

Hon, F. A. BAGLIN (West) [4.48]: I
oppose the second reading of the Bill: The
only pleasure resort Fremantle has is Rott-
nest Island, Perth seems to be well pro-
vided for in the matter of health resorts,
Although some people may claim that Point
Walter is part of Fremantle, I am satisfied
that, with the ferry service betwcen that
place and Perth, Point Walter is probably
more used by Perth people than by TFre-
mantle people. The only outlet for Fre-
mantle regidents is Rottnest. We certainiy
have the ‘Bouth Fremantle beach, but al-
though it mazy be a pleasure resort it cannot
be claimed to be a resort in the same way
that Rottnest is.. People go to Rottnest for
week ends and at other periods for the pur-
pose of recuperating their health. It would
be wiwise to allow people to take up leases
of certain portions of the island for 21
years. It would probably mean that the best
spots woild be picked ont by those who
could afford to put up buildings, and those
who could not.afford 4o do so wonld have to
be satisfied with a eamp or some other cheap
means of living there.

Hoh. Sir E. H. Wittenoom:
Government would provide
where the lenses are to be.

"Hon, F. A. BAGLIN: The Bill merely
gives the board the right to grant leases to
- people who apply for them, and the Govern:
ment are going to allow these leazes for a
peried of 21 years. I am opposed to any-
thing of this nature being granted except to
persons who would take up leases for husi-
ness purposes, and to make the necessary

I think the
accommodation

provision for the accommodation of visitors.

and persons who desire to spend their holi-
days there.
Bill. From the point of view of the board,
.o doubt it would be revenue-produeing, but
I Ao not see why the people of Fremantle
should be denied the use of Rottnest as a
health resort.

Hon.'J. Duffell:
of view.

Hon. F. A, BAGLIN:- Rottnest shonld
be preserved to Fremarntle as a holiday re-
sort because it is the only ome it has. Tf
this Bill is passed, the next thing that will
happen will be that the Kinp’s Park board
will be wanting to lease King’s i’ark for the
same purpose.

Hon, J. E. Doda:
gone.

Hon, F. A, BAGLIN: Later on possibly
Point Walter will be leased in the same way-
It is creating & bad precedent and I am op-
posed ‘to it.

That is a parochial point

Part of it has already

I ‘do not see the need for the-
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_ Hon. J. EWING (South-West) [4.53]: It
i= a doubtful business to interfare with

Class */A’' reserves, but what the Govern-

ment have in view in this case iz that
everything on the island may be done in
an orderly manwer. T have not heen to
Rottnest for many years, and I believe that
the plase has wonderfully improved since
I was there. There is, in my opinion, a
sufficient area of land to aftord an oppor-
tunity for many persons te lease all the
blocks that arc, required. Tf all’ these
blocks are -aceessible to the bathing plades
and other resorts of the island, I see mo
objection to people improving the island by
taking up blocks, provided there is sufficient
lan® available. :

Hon. Sir B. H. Wittenoom: Tt might be
rossible for someone to ercet a substantial
building on u 21 years' lease. -

Hon, J. EWING: A man might he able
to build in briek, if he had the right of re-
newal of his lease, in order to provide ac-
commodation for visitors. [If a person has
done that, and after 21 years desires an
extension of the lease, I have no doubt, if
overything is satisfactory on his part, the
Govermment would econsider the advizsability -
of allowing him to continue the lease.

Hon. 8ir E. H. Wittenoom: Then yon will
be doing that to whiech We are opposed.

Hon. J. EWING: There is a sufficient
area of land there to allow of thousands
of blocks heing taken nup. There are good
roads on the island, and it would be more
in the interests of the health of the people,
and the proper management of the island,
if these blocks were made available to
e¢veryone. Many years ago things on the
island “were in a very disorderly state.
There was ng proper sanitation and nothing
else was satisfactory. What the board re-
quire is to place everything in a satisfae-
tory condition and allow everyone who de-
sires to take up a block. Tf these blocks
are vacant I have no doubt the board wounld
allow people to have access to them. Tf mno
injustice is to be done to anyoune, I shall
have much pleasure, in the inter¢sts of the
good government of the island and the set-
tlement of the people there, in giving my
support to the second reading of the Bill.

Houn. J. J. HOLMES (North) [455]: T
support the second reading of the Bill. In
my opinion either the Government must

“biild upon the island dr ‘else- someone else

must de so. The Government have their
bauds full emough already with trading
coneerns and other things withont starting
out to build cottages at Rottnest. If the
place is to be nsed as a pleasure resort,
either the Government must provide the
necessary faeilities or leave private enter-
prise to do so.

Hou. 1. Duffell:
there.

Hoen. J. J. HOLMES:
Rottnest do not want electrie light.
are, unfortunately, no regular means

There is no electric light

People who go to
There
of
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<ommunication with the shore, and there
ie no justification for uanyone starting a ser-
vice between Fremantle and Rottnest, but
if gsufficient people .went there facilities
wounld be provided for getting there and
back o Fremautle, and when they are pro-
vided even the people of Fremantld will
avail themselves of the oppertunity to go
gl_?;e. I support the second reading of the

11d, .

Hon. H. STEWART (South-East) [4.56]:
I would rather there was no necessity for
the Bill. The Government have launched
out alieady in various directions, such as
with the tburists’ buredu and the State
hotels, a policy with which I do not agree.
There are othber avenues of expenditure for

the Government which are muoech more im-

portant than this, Wa are face to face with
the unfortunate position that although the
island is an excellent health resort, and
there iz a certain amount of accommoda-
tion available in the hands- of the board
under - Government control, there are many
people Who want to go to this island, but
who are unable to obtain accommodgytion,
¥ am not going to support the expenditure
of any more money on the part of the Gov-
ernment in extending -2 special department,
when in.so many other directions in the
State money is necessary for development
and the improvement of produnction. T de-
gire to see these.reserves kept for the peo-
ple. It behoves the Government to see that
the board impose such econditions that no
vegted interest is allowed to be set up, and
no undue privileges given to any. persons
who are sound enough financially not only
.to acquire the lease of bloeks but to build
upon them. In my opinion, too, the period of
21 years ‘should be shortened. There should
also be n time limit in which lessees of the
land should be able to build under certain
conditions, I approve of the idea set for-
ward by Sixr Edward Wittencom in the way
of houses of accommodation or flats. I# some
arrangement like this could be made to
meet the position it would be a good thing.

Hon. J. Duffell: They wouid not do that
on 8 21 years’ lease.

Hon, 8Sir E, H, Wittenoom: I think they
would.

Hon. H. STEWART: There is possibly a
diffienlty in that respect. There may be
enterprising people who Tealise the demand
that there is on the part of the pmblic to
visit- and stay at Boltnest. Such people
may seize the opportunity of launching out
in this direetion. With an* assurance from
the Minister that this position will be safe-
guarded, and that there will be a atriet
time limit in which anyome securing a lease
shall erect a suitable building, I am pre-
pared to support the second reading of the
Bill.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hon. H. P. Colebateh-—East—in reply)
{5.0]: T am rather surprised at some of the
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objeetions raised by hon. members to this
Bill. I joir with the last speaker in the
wish that a Bill of this kind had net been
necessary. I would have liked to see the
finances in such a condition that the Gov-
erhment would have been able to do this
work directly, or through the present board
or some similar organisation, by saying
‘““Here is £35,000 or £10,000 per annum to
spend over a period of o few years on Rott-
nest Island to make it the place it ahould be
in order that the people from Fremantle and

.elsewherc should have faeilities for residence

and enjoyment on' the Island.’’ Then we °
would not have bothered about a Bill of
this kind. But that is net the positinn at
the present time, and the attitude the Gov-
ernment take up is that altheugh it is highly
desirable in the interests of the State, and
of the people that the Island should he
developed, for the present at all events it
will have to be developed out of its own
resources. we cannot provide many re-
sources with which to develop the Isiand,
and that being the ease the board have to
proceed slowly. It is true that last year we
made a profit of £800, but as I explained
when T moved the second reading of the Bill,
thig is not really a profit, it is a surplus of
revenue over expenditure, arising from the
faet that we have to pay no interest on a
sum of about £12,000 spent at Rottnest by
a preceding Government in the erection of
the hostel and providing deep drainage, sani-
tary and other conveniences. Thoge worka
were handed over to the board without
obligation or any idea of repayment, and
the board therefore were able last year to
make a profit of £800. We hope it will be
greater in a few years, . That profit wa are
spending in the development of the Island.
Tt is urgent that a considerable amount of
money should be spent in the making of
roads, and the snggestion that the people of
Fremantle and elsewhere are going to be
excluded from the Island beeause of the

‘passing of the Bill, is the most absurd thing

I have ever heard. The objeet of the Bill
is solely to enable the hoard to spend more
money on the development of the Island, for
the benefit of those who may go there. It
has been suggested that the people will fence
in their bloeka and exclade the public from
traversing that part -of the Island on which
the hovses are built. Supposing we had

. money to spend ourselves, We shouild execlude

the general public in exactly the same way
a3 we do .at the present time. We have
already erected a number of bungalows and
cottages on the Island and those are fenced
off to secure the necessary privaey for the
occupants.

Hon. H. Stewart: Is the shore fenced off?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: No,
and it is not to be fenced off under any con-
ditions. When a cottaga or a bungalow i=
let, the tenants have the same right to it as
they wonld have if it were their own home,
and I take it no member would wish it
should be otherwise, so that the eondition in
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regard to these blocks that may be taken
up under lease will be exactly the same as
the condition that obtains to-day in regard
to the whole of the cottages built by the
board and which are let during the holiday
reason to members of the public. The only
difference will be that instead of having fo
wait five or six years before we shall have
gufficient accommodation for the people who
desire to go to Rottnest Island, ive may have
that accommodation available in the eourse
of . two or three years. It has been suggestad
that the people will seleet the most desir-
*able sites. T would point out, however, that
ng, on¢ will be permitted {'0 select a site.
ATl sites will he selected by the board, and

they will be the sites which will be suitable,

for. the purpose of buildipng these bungalows
and cottages, The Board of Management. is
appointed: under Section 3 of the Parks and
Reserves Act, and under that Act also the
King’s Park Board of Management are
appointed.

Hon. J. E. Dodd: The King’s Park Board
are’ very sorry that they adopted the same
prineiple,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: T
do not gee the alightest analogy bhetween the
King’s Park Board and the Rottnest Island
Board. It was never contemplated that
people would camp in King’s Park or live
there. I4 s contemplated, however, that
people shall camp and reside at Rottnest
Iﬁland Surely the hon.. member realises the
dlﬂ'erenqe We are just making the island
sorve the purpose for which it was intended.
Sir Edward Wittenoom says that we shonld
set apart places where people can take their
tents and eamp during the holiday season.
We have been .doing that for years. The
hon. member suggests also that we should
provide samitary convenienges, We have
been doing that also. It secems to me that
a lot of the objections to the Bill come from
members who are not familiar with the con-
dijions that exist on the island. Some people
mgy not be satisfied to take a tent over
thexe and camp in it.  For people with
famlllep a tent is not a suitable residence.
We say, “*If you want to nut un a suitable
btgnoaléw. similar to the’ bunqalowa which
the Loard: have erected, we Will set apart &
lltt]e bigek of laud on Whj(..h you may Build'
and 1t “will be yours fnr a permd of " 21
years

Hon, J. Eumg It wﬂl not, mter.t'ere “with

the others.

Hon. Sir E.' H. Wittenoom : A gooﬂ
hodrding-house would e much bel;ter ]

The M INISTI‘R FOR EDUCATION “The
hon member is unot familiar with the c¢ondi-
tions of the igland or he would not make a
suggestion of that kind. To begin with, the
trade for- a hoavrding-house is purely a holi-
day trade, and. the very well "conducted
boarding-house we- have there can .cope
with -the whole of . the buginess - ten
times over: with the exception: of  a
fow weeks of the year. During those few'
weeks I have no doubt two or three more
buarding- houses would do well, but we. will
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not get people to build boarding-houses for
the sake of twa or three weeks' holiday
traffic. We have therefore to consider what
the public desire, and although the boarding-
house which is there is always filled during
the holiday season, it is filled to a large ex-
tent by, peaple who eannot get other accom-
modation. People taking their wives and
families to Rottnest very much prefer to
live in cottages or bungalows. Moreover it
ia cheaper because people cannot conduct
hoarding-houses in places such as Rottnest
exeept by charging a fairly stiff price. For

+ that reason it is mueh dearer to live in a

koarding-house than in a cottage, and people
who take their wives and families to a resort
like Rottnest find it mweh more énjoyable to
occupy their own home, especiglly when they-
have children with them, What the Biil
proposes is that the work thaf. tbe board
would do if they had money, should be done
by private people. Mr. Duffell has snggested
that we should ‘extend the period of the ‘lease
to 99 years. I have only to say that if that
provision were placed in the Bill I shounld-
not proceed with it any further, becauvse I
have no intention of permitting anything
that is at all suggestive of ownership,

Hon, J. Duffell: You will only ‘get a
colony of rookeries under a 21 yearsg’ lease.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
do not know whether the hon. member is
familiar with Rottnest Teland. I do not Know
whether he is aware of the clasy of build-
ings that the board have put up there al-
ready. " T do =not know whether he would
call them rookeries. To my mind, and also
in the opinion of dozeng of peqple who have
oceupied those cottages, they are very com.
fortable and suitablé for a resort of that
kind.

"Hon. J. Duffell: You \\ou]d not put up a-
building of that nature on g 21 years® lease.
The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
Those places cost only £200 or £300 to build.

“Hon. F. A. Baglin: They are beyond the
reach of the working man.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: .If
people are induced to. .put. up’ place for
themselves, we ghall have the cottages that
already. exist available for the working man.
For every one of thé eottages we have al-
ready there are always quite a number of
applieants, and if by passing this. Bill we
can get a considerable proportion of those
peoplé who make Rottnest - their habityal
holiday resort, to put up cottages or bunga-
lews for themselves as they are. willing to
do, the bungalows and cottages which we
have will be available for letting-to ofber
people. We do not make any distinetion be-
tween the working man and anyona else. At
the present time only one out of three or
four applicants ean be accommodated at the
igland. 1 assure hon. members there will be
ne selecting of fancy sites.. The board wiil
set apart. every lease dnd the applicants
will have to erect the cottages on those. The
board must also be satisfied as to the class
of. building to be erected, .always having. in
find that the lease will he for a penod of
21 years. .
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Hon. E. H. Harria: Do you intend to per-
mif sub-letting ¥

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: We
do not mind what is done with these cot-
tages. 1If a person should not want to go
to" Rottnest at a particular period, and he
wants to let his cottage to anyone else, what
will it matter to 0a?’

‘Hon. 8ir E, H. Wittencom: You make it
a prlvate property

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: It
is {0 all intents dxd purposes a private pro-
perty.” Mr. Stewart raited the question that
the people who hold the leases should be
compelled to build within a eertain time.
That will be provided for in the lease when
it is drawn up. But there is not much point
in the hon. member’s contennon, becanse
until such time as the building is eretted,
the person who holds the léase is not gettmg
any bepefit from it,

Question put and a dwlsmu taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. .. .. .. .. 10
Noes .. 8
S Majority for .. 2
AvEs, .
Hon. E.-M. Clarke " Hon, A. Sanderson
Hon. H. P. Colebatch Hon, A. J. H, Saw
Hon. J, Bwing Hon. H. Stewart
Hon. J. J. Holmes Hon. J. Duffell
Hou. ¢, McKenzie (Telier.)
Hon. E, Rose’
- Noes.
Hon, R. G. Ardagh Hon, J. Mills
Hou. F. A. Baglin Hon, T. Moore
Hon. J. E. Dodd Hon. SirE.H. Wiltenootn
Hpn. E. H. Harrls (Teller.)
Hpn. J. W. Hickey

Question thns passed.
Bill read a second time.

. In Committee, ;
Hon. J. Ewing in the Chair; the Minis-
ter for Edueation in charge of the Bl“
Clause 1—agreed to.
Clanse 2--Power to leage: -

Hon. H. STEWART: It would be prefer-
able if the Governmernt reserved the better
potitions for themeelves and leased the less
suitable sites, .

‘Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM: I am
quite in secord with the Bill, but it-doea not
go far enpugh to suit my views. Mr. Holmes
interjected that the Government had erough
to, do, at pregent, but I do not propose that
the Government should undertake this work.
I am in atecord with them granting leases,
but private people should not be granted
a monopoly for 21 years. Our regerves
must be kept entirely for the pgople. They
are very valuable and, if we part with
them', we shall regret 1t in_ years ‘to come.
"We should be very jealous of the lands we
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held. We have some beautiful reserves,
and [ have taken a hand in reserving
somg of these areas. 1 was a member
of the Govermment when King’s Park was
reserved, and also when Point Walter was
puu.hased and I kuow the value of these
places. 1 am .equally keen on the reserve
ut " Rotinest being retained for the emjoy-
ment of the people. I cousider that the
Minister is wrong in the view that he
takes, and that the board will be doing
wrong if they grant leases to private indi-
viduals. The leacder of the House argued
that it would be cheaper and better to have
2 bungalow than to iake rooms at the hostel
or to take a flat, 1 differ from him, If a
man takes a lease, he will bave to put up
a eertain class of beilding and maintain
it, whereas he ean go to Rottnest for three-
or four weeks, take rooms, and then go
away. Any leases should be granted for the
purpose of erec¢ting houses of aceommoda-
tion or camping pgrounds, and {he 7zents
derived could be devoted to the object sug-
gested by the Minister. T {herefore move
an amendment— L
‘That at the end of Subelause 1 the
following words be added:—'‘of erecting
" houses of accommodation or temporary
camping homes,’’

Hou. J. E. DODD: I support the amend-
ment. I have be:n cowmected with one or
two boards dealing with reserves, and more
particularly with the Kiag’s Park board.
Once we give away a privilege it is very
bard to prevent it from being extended.
Some yearas ago the King’s Park board
geve rights to a bowling ¢lub and to an-
cther club, and it was a Very hard job to
gét the conditions of those ‘Tights earried
out. The worst of it was that many other
people asked for similar rights, The High
Bchool authorities established a  school
héude opposite’ Parliament Hounse and
wanted the park for a recreation ground.

Hon., A. J. H, S8aw: They have had it for
the iast 20 years.

Hon. J, E. DODD: The late Lord Forrest,
8ir. James Connolly, Mr. R. T. Robinson, and
Mr. Lovekin were members of the ng g
Park hoard at the time, and I believe every

" oge of them would have cancelled the rights

gi-anted if thefé had heen an opportunity to
do’ sd. ' The Goveriment established 4 re-
gervoir in ‘King’s Park, No doubt they had
a right to do so on account of that being
the highest part of Pdrth. Later the Uni-
vergity authorities came along and wanted
the park salso, "I remember  reading in
‘‘Hansard’’ that the Minister for Works
had gpposed tooth and nail the granting of
po::t.mns of the . -Esplanade -for use by bowl-
ing cluba.

Hoa. J, Duffell: "He gmashed a gate down
on one occasion.

" Hon. J. "B. DODD: Whenever a publie
Lody or a private person gefs a privilege,
it“is hard to prevent that privilege from
Yeing  exténded. The Government in 20
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years’ time might be more partial to pri-
vate individoals and might even go to the
extent of permitting leaseholds on Rottnest
to be converted inte frecholds., We have
not too many reserves, and Rottnest is
unique in its relation to the mainland as a
bealthful place of roerestion. If we go
s0 far as the amendment suggests, it would
be better than giving the hoard power to
grant leases.

Hon, J. J. HOLMES: I oppose the amend-
ment. Sir Bdward Wittenoom paid he
agreed with the clavse but that it did net
go far enough. The amendment will kill
the Bill. If houses of accommodation are
built, a large amoumut of money will have
to be expended, and there will be visitors
during only a few weeks of the year. It is
absurd to say that people of enterprise and
eapital will expend large sums of money in
order to cater for a few visitors at Christ-
mag and Easter time. In King’s Park tennis
ecourts, bowling greens, and croquet lawns
have been provided in a small corner.
These grounds afford enjoyment and reecre-
ation to hundreds of people, and the publie
are not at all inconvenienced.

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: The mover and
seconder of the amendment have achieved
the feat of straining at a gnat and swallow-
ing a camel. They object to private indi-
viduals having leases for 21 years in order
to ereet bungalows, but they propose to.give
the right, I presume, to hotels and boarding
houses to take Teases. T oppose the amend-
ment.

Hon. J. DUFFELL: T consider that the
conditions of the'leases should be altered. If
this amendment is defeated, shall T be able
to move an amendment to an earlier portion
of the claugef

The CHATRMAN: If the mover of the
amendment  temporarily withdraws his
amendment: not otherwise,

Hon. J. DUFFELL: Then T shall 6ppose
the amendment.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION I
trust the amendment will not be carried. The
first feature of the.amendment, the erection
of houses of aecommodation, wnuld be alto-
gether meaningless and superfluons, beeause

* they could be erected under the clanse as it
stands. But they would not be crected be-
cause people could not be induced to build
boarding houses and flata when they know
very well they would have custom for only
a few woeks of the year.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Would not it be a case
of flats erecting boarding hoosea?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: 1
do not anderstand the second portion of the
amendment, namely, the erection of tempor-
ary camping homes. That is the purpose of
the Bill. We cannot expect that the people
who bnild these places will remain there all
the year round. The homes they ereet will
be temporary camping homes. It secems to
me that the carrying of the amendment will
be of no value whatever.

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. 8ir E, H, WITTENQOM: It i easy
to attempt to ridicule the amendment and
to pretend not to understand it. Hon, mewm-
bers understand it perfectly weil. The
clause proposes to give to individuals the
right te certain portions of land for 21
years, which I say should not be dome. As
one hon. member has said, the right could he
extended after the 21 ycars have elapsed;
and Mr. Dodd has expressed the opinion
that we might as well give the freehold as
give 2) years. What I want is, without
giving up the people’s patrimony, to afford
accomnodation to those who visit Rottnest
Island. As regards camping homes, people
could have a site upon which they could put
up a tent.

Hon. A, J. H. Saw: Would you give a
lease of 21 years for putting up a téntt

Hon. 8ir B, H. WITTENOOM: No; bat
a camping home weuld be a different thing
altogether from a tent.

Hon. R. G, ARDAGH: I support the
amendment. If it is proper to give the right
to build for 21 years, it is proper to give
that right for all time. Only a section of
the community have the means to erect
bungalows on Rottnest Island.

Hon. Sir E. H. Wlttenoom That is the
point,

Hon. R. G. ARDAGH: Are such pecple to
be allowed to build bungalows for the pur-
nose of letting them to other penple, or only
for their own occupation?

Hon. J. DUFFELL: What area is pro-
posed to be set apart for the purposes of
this clause, and how many blocks is it pro-
1rosed shall eome under the provisions of ‘the
Billt- Is it the intention of the hoard that
only one block shall he Jet to one individuald
I want to prevent speculators coming in and
taking vp large numbers of bloeks.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
Bill provides that the area shail be such
as the Government may think fit to =et
apart. It would be donme by the Govern-
ment on the recommendation of the hoard.
The intention of the board is to set apart in
the first instance about 20 blocks. No good

. purpose would be served by setting apart a

larger number than there i3 a demand for.
Subsequently, if it is found desirable, fur-
ther blocks would be set apart. They would
not be all in one area, but they would be in
certain portions of land which we intend to
vee for Luilding and which are only esuitable
for building.

Hon. 8ir E. H. Wlttenoom Would the
blocks be close to the shoref?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: It
depends on what the hon. member mesns by

‘felose.”’ In an island seven miles long by
three miles broad, the blocks cannot in any

case be far from the shore. However,
there will be no water frontages.
Hon. 8ir E. H. Wittencom: Then the

holders of the blocks will not get bathing -
privileges.
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The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
Certainly, They will only have to walk g
ifew bundred yards for their bathing privi-
eges.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I am at a loss to
understand what the mover of the amend-
ment aims at. The object of this elanse is
that the Government shall grant building
licenses. The amendment proposes that the
Government ‘®hall grant licenses for board-
ing houses and campers’ homes. That is
practically the same thing. T do not think
anything would be gained by carrying the
amendment, which merely confuses the issue.

Hon, J. DUFFELL: It seems to methat the
amendment would be desirable if the period
of the lease were cxtended. Then we would
have people erecting premises of a more sub-
stantial mature, especially when building for
the purpese of letting as suggested in the
amendment. I canuot coneeive of anyone
being foolish enough to erect a substantial
building with the knowledge that he would
have it for only 21 years, after which it
would fall into the bhands.of the hoard .or
the Government, I contend that Rotinest
1eland is a health resort during every month

of the year, and that people are likely to
" eome from the Malay States and Java -to
. avail themseives of the privilege of obtaining
a residence in such a latitude as this and in
" such a salubrious locality as Rottnest Island.
" However, T -am very cautions in dealing
with a class ‘' A’’ resarve.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: But you want to give
99-years leases. .

Hou. J. DGFFELL: Exaetly. If a thing
is worth doing at all, it is worth doing well.
T recognise that a 99-years lease amounts to
# fee simple. But the area of the island is
seven tiiles by three miles, and it is not
poing to be fully occupied, Again, the hoard
- say they are at a loss for funds to improve
the island, Anyone visiting Rottnest will
realise the inconveniences now existing. It
is not safe for a lady to be out at night, be-
cause there is no light in the streests. The
lighting' of the hostel, too, is very poor in-
deed. If people are to ereet buildings of a
aubstantial nature, and such as will he an
ornament to the island, they must have a
longer period than 21 years, or else the ¢lause
ghipuld contain a provision under which, if
the conditions of building are fulfilled to the
satisfaction of the - béard, tenants can be
granted leases for further periods. Sir Ed-
~ward Wittenoom is quite right in suggesting
that larger buildings should be erected, bhut
people will ‘not ereet such buildings if they
are to have only a 2l-years lease.  There
ahould also be provision against blocks being
held for speculative purposes. The leader of
the House has said tbat only 20 blocks will
be made available in the first instance. If
so, there iz going- to he very keen competi-
tion for those blocks, My view is that the
area to be leased should be properly 'sur-
veyed and laid out, and that the blockas shoiila
_be thoroughly advertised, and that all people
should be granted the opportunity of obtain-

-]
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ing a block on whieh .to erect a suitable
houee.

Hen. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM: I want
to make it clear to Mr, Holmes that what 1
intend by the amendment ie that nome but
what I may term licensed people shall have
the right to take up the land at all. I mean
people who run boarding-houses ‘or hotels or
establishments of that kind, as distinguished
from private people. It is only people with
money who ean put up bungalows, and there-
fore the clause limits the right to a certain
clase. The leasehold should be restricted to
people who intend to provide accommodation
for others. Then everybody can visit such
accommodation houses. The only exceptions
would be those who would go in for tents and
campers’ homes, as many people like to do.
[ am opposed, however, to giving any rights
whatever to individuals for such a term as
21 years or anything like it. I do not agree
with members who say that no mouey can
be made in 21 years. 1 think that instead
of the Rottnest season being limited to three
or four weeks, people will visit the island as
early as November and not cease to do so
betore April ‘

The Minister for Education: That is .the
tuse TOWw, -
Hon. 8ir. E, H. WITTENQOM: An hon,

member hag said that people go to the island
for gunly about three weeks in the year.
Hon, A, J. H. Saw: That is the rush

period.
, - Hon, Bir E. H. WITTENOQOM: Jf the
accommodation werée provided the people

would go there for mmeh longer periods.
Amendment put and negatived.
Clause put and passed.
Title~agreed to. ) .
Hill reported without amendment.

Recommittal,

". On motion by Hon. J. Duffell, Bill recom-

mitted for the purpose of. further considering
ec-n@lering Olause 2. B

Hon. .J. Ewing in the Chair; the Minister
for Education in charge of the Bill.

Clavse 2—Power to lease:

Hon. J. DUFFELL: I rove an amend-

ment— o .

That in line 5 ‘‘twenty-one’’ be struck
out and ‘‘fifty’’ inserted in lieu,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
certainly could not aceept the amendment.
It is not intended to give anybody control
over a block for anything like so long a
period. 1t is true that for six months in tha
yvear Rotinest is as beautiful a place as one
conld go to for a holiday. But we have now
a great deal of accommodation on the island,
sufficient for some 700 or 800 people in all,
It is not likely that for many years to come
miore than that nomber will desire to geo
there, except during the Christmas and New
Of course at that time the
accommodation is greatly overtaxed; but
anybody thinking of building further accom- .
modatibn would know that that is the only
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period during which be could hope for profit-
able business. Apart altogether from that,
‘T_am opposed to granting a lease for any
Jlonger period than that set out in the Bill.

ilon. J. DUFFELL: The remarks of the
Minister only serve to convince us ‘of the
necessity for granting an extension of the
leases. Very few people ean afford to pay
for accommodation at the hostel, where
125. 6d. per day is charged. No wonder that
it i3 only for a very short period that the
accommodation is taxed. The object of the
Bill is to grant residential facilities to people
who cannot afford to pay 12s. 6d. a day. No
one wounld erect anything but a shack on a
21 years' leaschold at Rotinest. If the
board desire to attract people they should
do the thing handsomely and grant leases
for reasonable periods. ‘

Amondment put and negatived.

Bill again reported without amendment;
the report adopted.

BILL—PRICES REGULATION ACT
AMENDMENT AND CONTINUANCE,

. Second reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

Hon. 8ir E. H, WITTENOOM (North)
[5.55]: T intend to support the second
reading, reserving any objection I may have
to make for the Committee stage. My chief
objection i to Clause 2 and the conditions’
there set up, one of which iz as to the
quantity of stuff which anyone can demand
at a set price. Amnother thing is the very
great difficulty .we shall have, if prices are
fixed, in determining what the cost of pro-
duction may be. The question is whether
pome econsideration should not be given to
the fixing of the cost of produetion, which
practically means the fixing of the wages to
be paid. The only other objection I havé is
to’ Clause 6, The question i3 as to whgther,
in determining the cost of production, it
ghall be in regard to the invoiced cost or the
replacement cost. 1 hope the leader of
the House will not fix the Committec atage
for too carly a date, but will give us time
to digest any remarks he may have to make
in reply. T will support the second reading.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hén, H. P, Colebatch—East—in reply)
[5.56]:. To deal first of all with Sir Ed-
ward Wittenoom’s - closing remarks, I am
quite willing that the Committee stage should
not be taken until Tuesday next, which will
give ample time for the consideration of any
amendments. It has been contended, by Mr.
Nicholson in particular and to some extent,
I think, by Mr. Holmes, that the existing Aet
bas failed to accomplish the purpose for
which it was introduced. T deny that ab-
solutely, and say that the Aet has done all
that it was ever sunggested it would do. In
intreducing the Bill last session I was par-
ticolar in emphasiging that it was ‘not ex-
pected the Biil wounld prevent prices inereas-

[COUNCIL. ]

ing, because there were world-wide condj-
tions with which we could not interfere and
which would eompel prices to increase despite
all commisgions, But I did contend that the
operations of this Commission would prevent
unjust increases i prices; and I rmaintain
that the report of the Conimission shows that
that has been done. It has been ‘argued that
every item mentioned in that report has in-
ereased in price during the opérations of the
Commission. 1 do not even deny that, but I
contend that not one of those articles has
inereased in prics nearly so muech as it would
have done had there been no Commission in
operation. : . .

Hon, J. J. Holmes: What abont kerosene
and benzine? : . )

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
say they have not increased as much in price
4s théy would have done had the Commission
not been in operation. However, I will deal
more specifically with overseas goods lafer.
Mr. Nicholson has alse argued that it was
impossible for three men .to carry out this
work. Had lhe set wp that contention when
the Bill was introduced last year, there
might have been some fores in it; but it ia
not until after those three men have been
doing the work, and doing it well, for nearly
12 months that Mr. Nicholson comes zlong
with that argument. 'There are two items

to which Mr. Nicholson referred, If T
place before the House the faets in
regard to those two items, it wil I

think, show the justification there is at the
present time for legislation of this kind.
Those two items are bread and beer. Mr.
Holmes also referred to the question of
bread. What has been the resnlt of price
fixing and the contrél of wheat dering the
last season? When the season opened, wheat
was worth approximately 7sa. per bushel. As
a matter of faet, the wheat sold by the
wheat pool up to the end of last year aver-
aged in price 78. 8d. per bushel. The total
amount of Western Ausiralian wheat put
into the pool and sold by the pool, or to be
sold by the pool, was 9,655,000 bushals. The
average f.o.b, price realised for the wheat,
and which the farmer will receive, less cer-
tain deduetiona for railage, commiesion, etc.,
will be, rougbly, 10s, per bushel. That ja
the point of view of the farmer. He will
gét nearly 10s. per bushel for practically 10
million bushels of wheat.
. Hon. H. Stewart: Does that include the
portion so].d overseas? o _
The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Tt
is the average for the whole lot of wheat
put into the pool. The present estimated
f.o.b. price is 9s. 11%d. per bushel, or in
round Sigures, 10s. The consumer oi:tai_.lied
some of this wheat at 3z. 6d., some at 6s. d.,
and the great hulk of it at 7s. 8d. per bushel.
The average for the. whole year will be
about 7s. Td. per bushel. Nearly all the
whesit was bought at 7s. 8d., whereas the
present price may be fairly stated to be 13s,
nearly double the price at the beginning of
the season. With wheat opening at between
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63. and 7s. per bushel, and standing now at
13s., the farmer will have obtained an
average f.0.b. price of 103, and the con-
sumer will- have got his wheat for the pur-
pose of bread at an average of 7s. 7d. per
bushel. What would bave happened without
this control in the free open market? I
know what has happensd before. The
farmer invariably sold his wheat at the
opening price. He had te do so. Only a
few farmers:could afford to hang on. With
wheat- opening at between fis. and Ts., the
whole of it wounld have been sold. It is almost
certain that it would have been scld hefore
the end of the year, and sold at 7s. 8d. per
bushel. The farmer would then have re-
ceived 2s. 44, at least, and probably 3s. per
bushe! less than he has actually obtained.
The difference spread over the 10 million
bushéla would have amounted to between one

million and 1% million pounds sterling. By

this method of control, which we are told
. interferes sb much with the law of supply
and demand, competition, and free trade, one
million to 1% million pounds sterling has
gone into the Farmers’ pockets this year,
which would not have got there otherwise.

Hon, H, Stewart: That was not due to the
price fixing Bill, but to the pool.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
The two schemes are on all fours.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: One is the result of
keeping up prices, and the other of keeping
them down.

The MINISTER TFOR EDUCATION:
The other side of the picture is that withont
any restrictions, and with everything being
left to the law of supply and demand, com-
petition, ete., the people who bought the
wheat at the beginning of the season at 6s.
or 78. 8d. would have been selling it for local
eonsumption to-day at 13s, per bushel.

Hon. H. Btewart: Quite right!

- The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
There is no doubt about that. The consumier
instead of paying 7s. 84, as he has done,
would have paid, at least on the average
during the seasom, becanse these high prices
have obtained for months past, 2s. 6d. more
for hig wheat than he is paying to-day. The

local consumption amounts to 2 million.

bushels of wheat per annum. At 28 63. per
bushel, which is the lowest than can be esti-
mated, it would have meant an extra 1%
million pounds that the consumer would have
had té pay for his wheat. Between the pro-
ducer and the consumer there is 114 milliona
to a million and a-half pounds asterling that
would have gone astray.

Hon. 8ir E. H. Wittenoom: The middle-
men woild have made & fine lot of money.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: We
know who would have got all this money.
The.speculators in wheat have made fortunes
m the past, and no doubt this sort of thing

qll‘gz.nhave.happened again if we had been
working under the old conditions.

n. J. J. Holmds: That has nothing to

do wit‘h the priee fixing Bill.

‘lutely nothing to do with it
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The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: It
has a great deal o do with it. The hon.
member based his argument on the fact that
the Honorary Minister was trying to keep
the price of wheat up, whilst we were trying
to keep down the price of bread. The two
things must work in together, that is the
commisgion and the pool. The price of bread
is fixed by the commission and the price of
wheat by the pool. Because of these two
things a millien and a quarier of money has
gone to the farmer, which would not have
gone imto his pockets but for the pool, and
a 14 of a million has been saved to the con- -
sumer because of this price fixing, If the
commission were pet out of office to-day,
undoubtedly there would be a cousiderabls
increase in the price of bread to-morrow. I
will now take the question of beer. If it had
not been for the nationality of the hon.
member I should have thought that he was
joking, when in two breaths he spoke of the
price. of beer and the law of supply and
demand, and the regulation of prices by
competition, What has the law of supply
and demand, or eompetition, to do with the
fixing of the price of beer? It has abso-
We know
what happens in the course of fixing the
price of beer. The dealers in the artiele
come together and fix the price amongst
themselves. There is no competition or law
of Bupply and demand. In the present ie-
stance, an inerease of 1d. per bottle was put
on to the excise. The trade met together
and sald, We will pass along 2d. to the
‘publie,’’ but the commission stepped in and
said, ‘*You can only pass along 1d.*’

Hon. J. Duffell: They are losing 1s. per
dozen_on every dozen that they are turning
out to- day,

The MINISTER TFOR EDUCATION:
They also decided, not as a result of com-
petition, or the law of supply and demand,
that anyone who wanted a whisky should
have it measured out to him. When I was
in Melbourne some months ago I bhappened
to go into an hotel where this rule did not

apply. They passerd the bottle and the
glass in the same manner that they are
passed to the customer here. Enowing that

in Melbourne it wag usual for the lignor to
bhe measired out, T commented on the faet,
and 1 waa told that this was the euly housd
that was independent enough to stand out
against the ring and give whisky withont
# measure. . Two or three days later I went
into the same hotel and found that there,
too, théy had the messure. There was no
housé in Melbourne strong enough to stand
ageinst the trade. I mention this to satisfy
hon, members that the law of supply amd
demand, and the txing of prices by com-
petition, that they fall: so much about, has
by some means been put omnt of office for the
time being, Exactly the same thing ia oe-
curring in connection with the priece of to-
bacee. What competition is there, and what
law of aupply and demand is there, that will
fix 'ths price of tobacco? Mr. Nicholson alse
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made reference to.lea, and spoke of the in-
crease in the price of that commodity. 1
do not think the hon. member can have read
the report of ‘the Commission on this point.
The commission points ont that shortly after
they commenced operations, articles ap-
peared in the daily Press forecasting that
tea would reach Js. per pound retail We
all know that this was the case.  There
" are not many of us whose wives did not
agk us to purchzsc large quantities of tea
in the belief that in a very short time it
would reach 5s. per pound. On this point,
+ the commission says—

Shortly after the Commission com-
menced operations articles appeared in
the daily press forecasting that tea would
reach 5s. per pound retail, the reasons as-
signed being the failure of the crops in
certain countries, the unprecedented de-
mand in the United States of America

- for tea, and the unfavourable rate of ex-
change. These articles were evidently in-
spired with the olject of impressing the

* Commission and the public, and possibly
with a view to creating a very large in-

creased demand which wonld asgist in

forcing up the price.
I make no comment as to whether that was
their object or not, Lut this was the obvious
effect. Co )

Hon., J. Duffell: And they were pretty
near the mark, too.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
Commission’s report continues—

‘A Proclamation . was immediately issued

calling for a census of all tea stocks held

in this State, and this census disclosed

that tremendous quantities of tea were

being held by merchants and storekeepers.
There was never any justification for tea
going up to 5s. per pound. The priece has
gone up a little, but now I think it is 2a,
104.: that has been fixed for the best grade
of tea. Since then there has heen a ten-
dency for the price to come down., Most
of the report deals almost exclusively with
every day items which have to be uwsed in
every household, There is not one of these
items which has -inereased in priece, which
would not have increased a great deal more

but for the activities of the Commission. °

The general result is satisfactory as shown
by the report on page 12, as to the increases
in different parts of the Commonwealth, In
New South ‘Wales the incresse was 88.7 per
cent.,, in Victoria 94.2, in Queensland 94.5,
in South Australian 79,8, in Tasmanpia 78,
and in Western Australia 56.8, the lowest
increase in. any State in the Commonwealth.

‘Hon. J. Duffell: Do not forget to give us
gsome information on Clause 7. -

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
Mr. Nieholson also piade a statement in re-
gard to galvanised iron; but at the time
I guestioned the accuracy of what he was
saying. He said that galvanised iron had
gone up to £90 per ton, and that it had now
receded to £40 per ton. I made inquiries
this morning and found that the price is
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now £69 17s. 6d. per ton at Fremantle.
One firm claimed that iron had cast them
£75 per ton landed, and they were protest-
ing against the fixel price at £69 17s. 6d.
If the hor. member knows of iron that can
be purcbased at £40 per ton, I am sure he-
will not have much difficulty in finding cus-
tomers for it. The present price of gal-
vanised iron is, as I have stated, £69 17s.
6d. at Fremantle, to which must be added
the cost of the freight to Peorth. Mr.
Holmes and Mr. Nicholson said that it was
impossille to get at the overseas manufae-
turer. As a matter of faét by co-operation

.between price fixing Commissioners of the

whole of the States, a considerable amount
of control over the overseas manufacturer
is being exercised. Tu the case of kerosdena,
the commission rtefused to grant- a.certain
increase, with the resunlt that the particular

Bhipment was diverted te another part of

the Commonwealth. That was before there
was any unanimity of action between the
commissions in the other States. That
gort of thing cannor happen now. The sys-
tem now is that the commiesion in the
State that has the hest opportunity for im-
quiry and investigation regarding any par-
ticuler article, makes suech inguiry and in-
vestigation, fixes the price, and passes the
information on to the various other State
commissions. There is no necessity for the -
other State commissions to act upon such
information, but there is an understanding
between them, and by mieana of that under-
standing it will be impossible for the seller
of the article to play off one State against
another., No one wishes toi deprive the
merchant of a reasouable profit, but there is
nd reason why he should be in a position
to get more.

Hon. J. Duffell: Is thére any reason why
we should not gef petrol from Sumatra,
where the price is 18s. 6d. per case?

The MINISTER "FOR EDUCATION:
That is abasolutely a matter for the buyers
and sellers of the srticle. .

Hon, J. Duffell: 1 think some arrange-
ment is being made by overseas firms.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.90 p.m.

.The MINISTER FOR FEDUCATION :
Clauges 2 to 5 deal with the one matter and
T do not propose to discuss them in detail
now. That can he done when the Bill is in
Committee,* It ig only the prineinle em-
bodied in these clavses that T wish to refer
to.. It is important o remember that the
Federal Commerce Act provides for unre-
stricted free trade as between the States,
and that the Federal statute takes preced-
ence over any State legislation. During the
past few months—and the position exists to-
day—there has been a very serious shortace
of offal in Waestern Australia, notwithstand-
ing the faet that the mills have run during
the past season longer, I suppose, than at
any previous time in the history of the State.
There haa been more wheat miiled in West-
ern Australia since last December than in
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any corresponding period in the history of
Western Australia.  Notwithstanding that,
there has been a very scricus shortage of
offal. 'The reason for that is that a large
quantity was exported to the other States at
prices ranging up to 50 per cent. in advance
of the prices fixed by the Commission. I
maintain that is a condition of affairs which
should not have been allowed to exist. The
wheat from which this offal was produced
was put into the pool by the farmers com-
pulgorily, It was then sold to the miller at
a fized price and be took no speculative risk.
He did not have to buy large guantities in
advance or to lock up capital. -The wheat
was handed over to him by the pool, and I
maintain that out of a controlled article of
that kind, there should be no speculative
profit made. What happened was that the
price was fixed for the flour and a price was
fixed for offal, the two combined represent-
ing, in the opinion of the Commission, a pro-
fit to the miller for the work that he did.
So far as flour was concerned that was sold
locally, but the offal to a very large extent
was sold to the Eastern States for as high
as £11 a ton, when the “price fixed by the

Commission at that time was £7 15s. That
to my mind was an illegitimate profif
that should not have been made. It was no

advantage to the producer of the article, and
the people who made the profit were simply
dealing in a conirolled article. Had the
poewer proposed to be givem, been vested in
the Comniission at that time, the Commission
would have been able to see that sufficient
of this offal was maintained in Wesgtern Ans-
tralia for the requirements of the State, and
we should not have got into the posi-
tion that the users of it, dairymen and
others, find themselves in to-day. With the
enormous quantity-of wheat milled in West-
ern Australia this year, there should have
heen more offal- available than has been the
case in any previous season, and yet we find
at the present time an acute shortage, due
to the faet that the fHixing of the price of
offal by the Commisgion at what they thought
gave the millers a fair return and did give
the millers a fair return on the cost. The
millers exported the offal to the other States
where they were able to get a better price.
‘When we start price fixing there are
other things that we have to do. We have
to compel people to observe the prices that
gre fixed, and that is the purpose of Clauses
2 to 5. Other instances might be cited where
commodities imported into Western Australla
for consumption here have been re-exported
to the other States at prices in excess of the
prices proclaimed by the Commission. In
other cases it has happened that articles
have been bought at comparatively low prices
and brought into this State.  Then there
seems to have been an indication that the
prices were likely to advance. Some traders
carried on trading in the ordinary way while
others hung back with the goods because
they realised that a higher price was coming
along on account of something that was go-
ing to happen in the Eastern States. When
that higher price came along: certain traders
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lad disposed of all their stocks, while other
traders had stocks in hand. The latter bad
been endeavouring to defeat the purpose of
the Prices Regulation Act by obtaining pro-
fits in excess of those obtained by competi-
tors in the same trade. Then the Commis-
sion found themselves against this proposi-
tion; that they either had to allow an in-
creased price which would apply to the man
who had te buy at an inereased price, and
also to the man who had bought at a lower
price, or elge say to the trade generally,
""We have taken a census and we know there
is enough stuff in Western Australia in this
line to last two or three months. Therefore
we will not grant an inerease for that
period,’' in which case the trader whoe had
been legitimately observing the letter and
apirit of the Aet had to go on the market
to buy at a considerably higher rate and
then was only allowed to charge at the lower
rate. The action of the Commission through-
out the whole time it has been in existence
is sufficient guarantee to the House, the pub.
lic and the traders that they are not going
to do anything unfair, In the discussion
which took place at the meeting of the Perth
Chamber of Commerce last evening, the
Chamber though in oppesition to the prirciple
of price fixing, offered practically. no opposi-
tion to the re-enactment of the existing
Statutes. As a matter of faet they spoke in
terms -of commendation of the work
done by the Commission, and when one sees
how unpopular that work must he amongst
traders, I think what was said at the meet-
ing of the Chamber last night, and by mem-
bers who have spoken in this House, is a
tribute to the way in which the Commission
have performed their dutigs, So far as
Clause 6 is concerned, I see no objection to
it The Commission recommend to the Gov-
ernment the fixing of certain prices -for cer-
tain articles. Clause 6 simply gives the Com-
mission the widest possible power -to ascer-
tain all the points at issue in order that they
may make a proper recommendation, What
is there wrong in that? Why ahould not the
Commission in making their recommendation
to the Government say, ‘' We have made this
recommendation because we find that the
landed cost “is s¢ much.”’ The clause does
not say that the Government shall pass the
recommendation, but it enumerates points

~on which the recommendation of the Gov-

ernment may be based. Clause 7 was

referred to by Mr. Duffell, That relates
to the posting of prices. The hon,
members seemed to think that it would
cause great inconvenience to .traders.

As a matter of faet this provision in re
gard to the posting of prices obtains at the
present time, but it applies only to goods that
have been proclaimed. No complaint has
ever been made that the posting of these
prices has caused inconvenience or trouble
to merchants. All that the clause does is to
say that when instead of proclaiming articles
the Commission will enter into an under-
standing with the trader that certain prices
shall apply, those prices shall be posted
on the goods in exactly the same way as if
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the particular article had beem proelaimed.
It" is not the desire of the Commission to
proelaun goods unnecessarily. They want to
€8Try on business with as little interference
as, possible with the ordinary course of trade,
because they realise that any uadue interfer-
ence would prejudice the public. The Com-
mission fully recognise that and therefore
they avoid making a proclamation wherever
they can, and. by agreement with the traders
& great many matters have been fixed up. All
that Clause 7 does is to provide that where
an agreement of this kind iz entered into,
ingtead of a proclamation being made, the
game conditions in regard to posting the price
of the article chall be applied.

Hon. J. Duffell: What about the printed
liat®

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
That applies in regard to proclaimed_artieles.

Hon. J. Duffell: Nobody knows better
than the Prides Regulation Commission that
it is impossible to print a price list when
prices are fluctuating as at present. -

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: This
is only done when the Commission reguire
it to be donme. Tf .we struck out that eclause
all that we would do would be to make it
more difficnlt for the Commission to do this
work by agleement with the traders, and. we
might foree the Commnission te deal with the
matter by proclamation instead of dealing
with it as they and the trading community, 1
think desire, by agreement. It was sgaid by
Mr. Nicholson yesterday that the New South
Wales Government were repealing the Aet in
that State and the hon. member seemed to
suggest that we should mnot continue price
fixing. In this mormng 3 mnewspaper, al-
though it is not set out in detail what the
New Bouth Waless Government propose to
introduce as an alfernative, it is shown that
the commercial community in Sydney are up
in arms agsinst the new proposal, simply
bearing out what I said by way of inter-
jection last night, that if the New South
Wales (lovernment are repealing their pre-
sent legislation or are not continuing it, they
proposec to substitute something whick will
be much more drastic. This morning’s
newspaper also contains useful information
in regard to the price of irom, showing again

that under present conditions the old law of .

supply and demand is not allowed to operate,
that there is mo competition, that there are
agreements or honourable understandings by
which the pnee of articles to the community
is fixed: Tt is always contended bv large
firms and combinations which join ‘in
these  honourahle und'e'rsta-ndmga, that
those understandings dre for the pulblie
good. T am not gding to dxspute that.
That may or may not be so, but it is not an
unfigtaral attitude for the public to take up
to say that if the old" method of’ competi-
tlon i3 not going fo’ operate any longer, if
by " those’ ag-reements or honourable under-
standings” we are putting out of office the
old law of supply and demsund, you cannot
expect us to take your wond that these

{COUNCIL.]

understandings will be in the interests of the

public. The public ghould have some say in
the matter and that is what the present
prices regulation does, if it is properly car-
ried out. It.ia ridiculous for those people,
who know as well as T know that pricea are
fixed by combination and honourable under-

.standings to oppose a Bill of this kind

and say, ‘‘Let the old law of supply and de-
mand and free competition fix these matt-
ers,’’ They know very well that these laws
do not obtain under present conditions, Any
further comment on this Rill I shall reserve
for the Committee stage.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

BILL—HIGH SCHOOL ACT AMEND-

MENT,
Asggembly’s Amendment.
Amendment made by the Legislative

Asgembly now considered.

In Committee.

Hon. J. Ewing in the Chair; the Minister
for Education in charge of the Bill.

Clause 2, Bubelazuse 2, line 1: Strike out
the word ‘‘shall’’ and insert ‘‘may’’ in
lieu:

The MINISTER
move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

It will not make very much difference.
clauge 2 reads—

The three additional members shall he
appointed by the Governor on the mgmina-
tioti in the preseribed manner of the High
Schocl. Old Boys® Asseciation, and any
vacancy caused by the retirement, death,
resignation, or absence of a member so
appointed shall, subject as hereinafter pre-
seribed, be filled by hn appomtment by the
Govemor on the like nommatmn

The eﬂfect will be that, in the 'first 1nstance
under the authority of this measure, the Goy-
ernor may or may not appoint repreaanta-
tives of the High School Old Boys’ Associa-
tion, but having made the appomtmenta
“hen any vaecancy oceurs, the cla.use 18,
mandatory that the vacaucy shall be filled,
I do not know whether the Asgembly in-
tended the clauvse to have this effect.

Hon, 8ir E. H. Wittenoom: I believe they
intended to make the clause permissive in
both instances.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
That is not a matter for ns to .decide.

Hon. 8ir E. H. WITTENOOM: The High
School is in neéd of large additions in the
way of class rooms, and the iflex was that
the old boys would find the money and,” there-
fiore, ghould have some 8ay in the government
of ‘the school. ‘There have been six governors
of the High School, of which I am one and
Dr. Saw is another, and théy have carried
on the duties of the school a8 well ag they

FOR EDUCATION: I

Sub—
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could. They recognise that if this additional
money iz found by the old boys, it is only
reasonable that the old boys should have
some say in the management of the school.
A good many of the boys consider they have
more modern ideas of scholastic government
than have the present governors, and it was
agreed that, in consideration of their doing
their best in this direction, they should have
representation. The substitution of the
word ‘‘may’’ for ‘‘ghall’’ i3 rather im-
portant, although the Government may be
trusted to carry out the desires of the Bill
and of its promofers. In the cirenmstances
I do not propose to take any exception to
the amendment.

Hon, ‘A. J. H. SBAW: I do not intead to

offer any opposition to the amendment, We
all realise that the school owes a great deal
to the action of the Government under the
present constitution and the position will not
be altered under the constitution of the
. board of management as it will be if this
Eill becomes law, Without doubt the school
will be controlled by the Government, and
the sobstitution of the word ‘‘may'’ for
‘‘shall’’ will not make any material dif-
ference.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: While Subclavse 1
makes it elear that there shall be nine gov-
ernors, Subelause 2 as amended will make
it optional whether the number appointed is
nine or fewer. I think the word ‘‘shall’’
is necessary.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
There need be no fear of that result. If the
Bill is passed, the Governor will appoint the
three extra governors., If any vacancy
occurs, the clause is mandatory that the
vacancy shall be filled.

Question put and pasgsed;
amendment agreed to. .

‘Resolution reported, the report adopted
and a Message accorﬂmgly returned to fhe
Aggembly.

Assembly’s

RESOLUTION--COMMISSIONER
OF RAILWAYS.

Appointment of Lijeut.-Colonel Pope, C.E.

Message from the. Assembly now consi-
clered requesting concurrence in the follow-
ing ' resolution—

". That the appoinment by His Excellency
the Governor of Licuienant-Colonel Har-
old Pope, CB.,, a5 Commissioner of Rail-
ways, at a salary of £2,000 a year, in the
terms of the Executive Council minute
laid on the Table of the Legislative As-
sembly on the 25th Auguat 1920, be ap-
proved.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hon. H. P. Colehatcb—East) [7.55] 1
move— :

That this House concurs in the resolu-
tion transmitted from the Legislative As-
sembly.
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1 do not propose in debate the motion, be-
cauge I quite fealise that while we might
enter into & debate om the whole guestion
of railway administration, it would be quite
unsuitable to choose an opportunity of this
kind. The position is simply that Lient.-
Colonel Pope has been appointed by the
Government. He was appointed Acting
Commissioner and, the period of the acting
appeintment having expired the Government
were satisfied that he was a asunitable man
to be appointed as Commissioner, and the
appointment was made accordingly, The
Railways Act provides that the appoint-
ment must be confirmed- by both Houses of
Parliament. The resolution has been car-
ried by the Assembly, and our concurrence

is now desired.

Hon.' 8ir E. H. WITTENOOM (North)
[7.56]: T have pleasure in supporting the
remarks which have fallen from the leader
of the House, and I must aay that Lieuten-
ant-Colonel Pope has my deepest and entire®
gympathy. A man who takes on the posi-
tion of Commissioner of Railways at the
present time, when the railways are losing
money and when boards are increasing the
employees’ wages and thug placing him in
o position where hg has to make two ends
meet, & position, in faet, which means that
we are really burning the candle -at both
ends, that man deserves the sympathy of
the whole House, While T agree that the
appointment is & good one, Lieutenant-
Colonel Pope has my sympathy and my best
wighes, and I hope he will make a success
of the business he has undertaken.

Hof. J. DUFFELL (Metropolitan-Sub-
urban) [7.57]7 While I am in accord with
the  appointment of Lieutenant-Colonel
Pope, I consider this is an occasion when
reference might he made to the working of
the railways under the present regime.

The PRESIDENT: The hon. member will
be ont of order in alluding to anything ex-
cept the appointment or neon-appoiniment of
Lisutenant-Colonel Harold Pope.

Hon. J. DUFPELL: Very well, Sir.

Question put and passed.

BILL—ARRIERS,
Second Reading.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hon. H. P. Colebatch—Fast) [7.58] in
moving the second reading said: I understand
that this Bill is almost, if not exactly, a
reprint of the existing law in England and
in every other State of the Commonwealth.
I beiieve the law wad passed in England
about six months after the Constitution was
granted to Western Australia. Had it besn
passed earlier it would have been ineluded
in our legislation adopted from the Imperial
Parliament. The object of the Bill is to
limit the liability of common carriers.” No
carrier ean be held liable for the loss of
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any parcel exceeding in value £10 unless
the value above that amount has been de-
‘clared. Members will notice that if a per-
son wishes to send a parcel by a common
carrier, he must declare the value if it”ex-

ceeds £10, and must pay the charges im- .

posed according to the increased value,
Hon, J. Duffell: This includes the Rail-
‘way Department?
The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
- There is a clause denling with the Railway
Department. The Bill also provides that, in
the event of a parcel being lost, the value
of the parcel may_be recovered, but it will
be necessary for the sender of the parcel to
prove its value. The Bill does not apply
to the:Railway Department. I move—

That the Rill be now read a second
time.

-On motion by Hon. Sir E. H. Wittenoom,
debate adjourned.

BILL—BUILDING SOCIETIES.
Second reading.

The MINISTER ¥FOR EDUCATION:
(Hon. H. P. Colebatch—East) [8.2] in mov-
ing the second reading said: This Bill is re-
quired in order to bring our legislation in
connection with building societies up to date.
The legislation in force in Western Australia
with regard to building societies dates back
to 1863, In the other Australian States, and
-in England, a great deal of legislation has
been passed which has been found to be
necessary in order .to secure the operations of
building societies, and to protect those peo-
ple who invest money im building sccieties.
The investors in those societies are mostly
people of moderate means, and I think it will
be agreed that they should have every pos-
sible safegvard and protechon The . con-
ditions in Wertern Australia since 1863 have
altered so very considerably that it is easy
to recognise the necessity for this amending
legislation,. The object of building societies
is shown shortly in Clause 4 of the Bill. The
position may be explmned in a very few
words, namely, the raising of a fund by the
payments, subsgcriptions, or contributions of
the members of a building eociety, and the
receipt of deposita and loans, as provided for
and safeguarded in the Bill, and the appli-
cation of the fund so formed in assisting
the members of the society to obtain free-
hold or leaschold property upon which they
may build, or in the making of loazns or ad-
vances to members of the society or other
persons upon the security of freehold or
leasehold property. Membera of building
societies are of two kinds: those who buy a
gshare mabvring at some future date after
payment by instalments of the value of the
share—and these people may be regarded as
investors in building societies—and those
others who bhorrow from a soeiety to repay
by inastalments the money which they borrow,
and thereby aequire a share in the society.
A building society cannot advance ‘money
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on any security; it is usually restricted to
advancing -on first mertgages on land, It is
also necessary that the societies should keep
strict accounts, which must be properly au-
dited. Any soelety which "desires to be re-
yistered or incorporated must comply by its
rules with the requirements of this measure,
The Bill requires that the rulea must also
contain certain specified restrietions and
safeguards. Frauds have been committed in
the past in connection with building societies
which have rendered these provisions neces-
sary. Hon. members will no doubt recollect the
huge Balfour frauds in England in the early
nineties, and no doubt those frauds ware
responsible for certain amendments
building societies law of the Old Country, In
Victoria, during the period of the land boom,
there were building society frauds which 1
have ne doubt were respomsible for amend-
ing legislation in that State. A boom in land
is very likely to affeet building societies to
a large extent, and it is therefore necessary,
that advances for apeculative purposes should
be put out of the power of any building so-
ciety. In view of the faet that in Western
Australia at the present time there are very
few building societies, and also of the fact
that it may reasomably be expected that
huilding operations in.Western ;Australia will
go ahead much more rapidly in the future
then they have done in the past, and will
probably to a large extent be encounraged by

. the bullding society method, it is beyond

question that the presemt i3 a very snitable
opportunity for placing our building society
legislation on an up to date footing. Build-
ing societies, as most members probably
know, are of two kinds—the permanent go-
ciety and the terminating society. In Aus-
tralia most of the societies are permanent;
the Australian people do not appear to go
in so much for the terminating society as
people in the Old Country do, A building
society is different from a joint astock
company in that it has no fixed capital and
that its shares are issued from time to timne,
whereas the capital of a joint stock com-
pany is fized and limited by its memor-
andum of association. The liability of mem-

bers of a building society is also
very different from the liability of
members of a joint .stock company. For
inatance, the liability of & member of

a building society who bas received an ad-
vance is limited to the améunt actnally paid
by him on his share. If, on the other hand,
an advauce has been made to such a mem-
ber,- then his liability is limited to the
amount of the advance he haa obtained. This
is set out in Clause 17 of the Bill. Under
the present Act building eocieties are not in-
eorporated, but under the Bill those societies
which exist in the State to-day can obtain in-
corporation, while as regards societies which
may be established here in the foture, they
must, before they can be registered, satisfy
the registrar that their rules comply with
this measure. The requirements of the Bill
as regards rules are Bet out in Clause 9.
Subelavse 9 of that clause provides that the

in the -
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rules of every building society established
under the measure. shall set forth various
formal matters, as for imstance the terms
upep which' subseription shares are to he
issued, and the manner in which contribu-
tions are to be paid to the seciety, and the
withirawals by members, with tables show-
ing the amount due to the society for prin-
cipal and interest. Amnother importani point
is that the rulés must show the purpose to
which the funds .of the soclety are to be
applied, and the manner in which they are
Bubclause 8 of Clause 9
provides that the rules must show the man-
ner in which advances are to be made and
repaid, the deductions, if any, for premiums,
and the conditiong upon which the boerrower
gan redeem the amount due from him before

the expiration of the period for which thé"
Another important pro-

advance was made.
vigion is that the rules must pronde for an
annual or & more frequent audit of accounts,
and amn inspection by the auditors of the
mortgages and other securities belonging to

. the *Society.” That is.a similar provision to '

one which this House a wesk or two ‘ago
inseried—and, -as I think, very properly—in
the measure relatmg to fnendly societies.
Clanse 52.is outside general provisioms, It
permits- of -an infant becoming a member of
a bm]dmg society—a very desirable provi-
ston in connection with matters of this kind.
Clivse 90, dealing with investments, pro-
vides that a society shall not advance money
on the security, of . any freehold or leagehold
property w‘hleh is sub:]ect to a prior mort-

gage, unless tle prior mortgage is in favonr .

of the society making the advance., If any

" advance is made. contrary .to that provision,

‘then the members of the committee or the
management, of the ' society wheo authorised
that advance become jointly and severally
liable for any loss on the advance occasioncd
to the society.
Legistative Assembly, the position of +he
Perth 'Building Society was brought for-

isiness which the Perth Building Society
had ‘been in- the habit of doing would be
affected by this new provision; and conse-
quently an amendment was inserted in the
Bill protecting ' the Perth Building Society.
1 nnderstand that thal society bas done good
work, which it is far from the desire of the
Government to embarrass in any way; and
T also understand that the society is quite
satisfied with the amendment which has
beed made. There is a provision as regards
advances wpon second mortgages which is
eonfied entirely to those societies which at
the commenecement of the operation of this
measure were authorised by their rulee to
The
general intention is that building - societics
ghall beg restricted to advances on first mort-
gage; and I think that is a thoroughly sound
principle to apply. 8o far as the societies
already in operation are concerned, it is not

intended to-do anything that will in any way

prejudice -their position® or interfere with

When the Bill was before the -
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their operations. Clanse 21 provides restrie-
tions upon the amoupt which & bailding
society may receive by way of loan or de-
posit from its members. The object is to
prevent the society from becoming too
heavily indebted to its members, - Under
Clause 25 the officers of a society are com-
pelled to give security for the fidelity of
their conduct. Ar annual accountmg is also
required by the Bill, and, in addition, the.
registrar is entitled to compel the inspection
of the books of any society. In the event of
the registrar refusing to Tegister a building
society, provision is made for an appeal to
the Supreme Court against the decision of
the registrar. The Bill is essentially one for
congideration and diseussion in Commitiee.
[ts sole object is to encourage and assist the

“building -society method by making it a safe-
,method in which people ecan invest their

money and acquire homes for themselves. T
move—

That the Blll Le now read a second time,

On moticn' by Hon J.  Duffell, - debate ad-
Jjourned. - :

) H’oi,we_ adjourned at 810 pom,

TLegislative Hssembly,

Wednesday; 29th Seplember, 1920,
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The SPEAEKER took the Chair at 4.20
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—KEROSENE, PRICE.

Mr. GRIFFITHS asked.the Premier: Is
he aware ‘that kerosene is being sold in
Singapore at 7s. a case, and ean he explain
the enormous difference in the price chargeﬂ
in Western Australia?



